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Abstract

The present thesis, a total of three chapters ainmshowing the successful
extension oBrown.V.Board of Education ofTopacka, ofKanssasl954. | attempt to answer
three different questions that are asked all alivegthree chapters. The first chapter sheds
light on Brown’s decision and its success in elatiimg racial discrimination in American
public education. The second chapter deals withstieeess of the decision in abolishing
racism in other public facilities and voter regaiton. The last one is devoted to showing the
extension of the decision in fighting segregatiopublic transportation.

The general objective of this study is to examime tacial desegregation of
black American public schools and its effects dmeopublic facilities.

The conclusion obtained shows that Brown’s deci$iad opened the door to
further civil rights gains for black Americans atious leading led to the enactment of

numerous racial desegregation measures in diffepgeres of American mode of life.



Résumé

Cette présente these, composé de trois chapisesymontrer I'impacte de la
décision «Brown. V.Conseil deL'éducation deTopeka, deKanssas 1954.»Nous allons
essayer de répondre au trois questions qui seéwelappeées tout le long des trois chapitres.
La premiere question met en lumiére la décisioBsvn et son succes dans I'élimination de
la discrimination raciale au sein des établissemsoblaires blancs. Le second chapitre traite
de la réussite de la décision e I'abolition du sam@ dans les institutions, établissements
publiques et inscriptions des électeurs. Le derciapitre montre I'extension de la décision
dans la lutte contre la ségrégation dans les toatsspublics. L'objectif général de cette étude
est d'examiner la discrimination raciale contredess Ameéricains dans les écoles publiques
et ses effets sur dautres institutions et orgaesspublics. En conclusion, la décision de
Brown a été la motivation qui a poussé les Noirs Améaiga lutté pour leurs droits civiques,
et c’est ce qui a conduit a l'adoption de nombesumesures en conter de la discrimination

raciale dans les différentes spheres du modeeddes Américains.
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Introduction

Although the term racism usually denotes prejudiased on race, violence,
dislike, discrimination, or oppression. Racism leught to be a belief or ideology that
members of racial groups possess in form of charatts or abilities specific to that race,
which may help to distinguish it as being eithepesior or inferior to other racial groups.
People all over the world may confront racism beeanf sex, religion, or national origin

As the Black Americans they faced serious problefitacism and segregation
because of the color of their skin and their ori$yn1954 the Brown decision was rendered to
desegregate public schools. The focus of the pressearch would be on the successful
extension of the Brown decision in eliminating eddiscrimination from public facilities.

This research focuses on, the Brown decision o#1®&ich is one of the
possible solutions that could help in eliminatiregial problems in the American society.
Along the three chapters, | will discuss the issfigacism focusing on desegregation of
public education, fighting segregation in publiansportation and other public facilities, and
finally, segregation in voter registration and @igil Rights Act 1964.

This research delivers into the subsequent threegtlestions: To what extent was
Brown decision of 1954 successful in eliminatingiah discrimination in black American
public education? Was the decision successful oligbng racism in public transportation
and other public facilities? To what extent was dieeision helpful in fighting segregation in
the issue of vote through the Civil Rights Act 1964

When trying to answer these questions, | attempiasi been made to rely on a
combination of descriptive and argumentative apghea. The nature of the topic of this

dissertation includes a, description that is uséfushowing the main aspects of Brown



decision 1954. In addition, argumentation is usedhow how this decision has been an
attempt to eliminate racial discrimination in sopublic facilities and voter registration.

This study is made up of three theoattzhapters. The first chapter is devoted to
giving a detailed view about the issue of racisPAmerican public education and the specific
case oBrown, tacklingPlessydecision at first, followed bBrowndecision. Then, presenting
their negative effects on children in desegregatdtbols. The end of this part ends with the
white resistance to the Court decision in the cddattle Rock Central High School Crisis.

The second chapter is entitled “Fighting Segregain Public Transportation
and Other Public Facilities”. First, it starts withe issue of public transportation which
means; the case of Rosa Parks “the Mother of thel Gights Movement”, and the
Montgomery Bus Boycott (1954). As well as, this t#il# represents Martin Luther King’s
role and how he fought to eliminate discriminatieith non-violent ways. In addition to that
this part deals with different problems of segremgain other public facilities such as, the

Greensbordit-ins 1960, andirmingham Protests of 1963.

The last chapter is restricted to discuss the probbf segregation in voter
registration and the Civil Rights Act of 1964. jtemks about the struggle of black people and
how they tried to gain their equality and theirhtigin the whites’ society. They started with
desegregation in public education, which means Brdecision 1954. This decision helped
blacks a lot to get their rights as American peoBlacks went forward and rapidly to put an
end to the whites’ discrimination and segregatiomany fields. The voter registration is one
among the most important problems that African Aonars had faced during their struggle.
SelmaMarch of 1965, for million of Americans, would bedan simply as Bloody Sunday.

March 7, 1965, it was a march that called for eityiai vote.



The African-American Civil Rights Movement (1955-1968) refers to the
movements in the United States aimed at outlawawal discrimination against African
Americans and restoring Suffrage in Southern staféss study covers the phase of the
movement between 1954 and 1968, particularly inSbeth. By 1966, the emergence of the
Black Power Movement, which lasted roughly from @96 1975, enlarged the aims of the
Civil Rights Movement to include racial dignity,@wmic and political self-sufficiency, and
freedom from oppression by white Americans. Thel@ights Act of 1964 was the greatest
legislative achievement of the Civil Rights Movermeh is one of the most important

domestic legislations of the post war era.

When concluding this research, great care has ta@m to rely on primary
sources whenever possible, the primary source rabtecludes official documents, speeches
and announcements made by U.S. presidents. Thadagosources utilized include a variety

of books and articles.



Chapter |

Desegregation of Public Education

The color of your skin determined where you
could get your hair cut, which hospital wards
your could be treated in, which park or library
you could visit, or who you could go fishing
with. And children were instructed early in the
customs of racial division_ _at schools where
they never saw a face of another color (U.S.
Department of State, “President Bush,” 17
May 2004).

Introduction

During the period from 1896 to 1954 The United &dived under decisions
passed by the Supreme Court calling for Segregatiodgifferent public facilities starting
from railroad cares. Then the Court passed otlwgrimed segregation in all public places such
as restaurants, theatres, hotels, eating placeg\ardschools. But this last did not survive;
another decision taken by the Supreme Court regtéts€he decision waBrown v.Board of
Education ofTopeka,Kansas(1954). This chapter introducé3essy v.Fergusondecision
(1896), and several grounds concernBrgwn decision. Then it shows some different
negative impacts in desegregated schools; on ehildnd school curriculum. And it ends

with the resistance of the Court decision atitle Rock CentralHigh School Crisis.



l.1. Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)

Since the end of the nineteenth century, segregatias regarded as not
violating the Constitution of the United States. ®ay 18, 1896 the Supreme Court
announced its decision in a case, calRbEbsy vFerguson And it ruled that d ouisiana law
segregating the races in railroad cars did notat@oktheFourteenthAmendments to the
Constitution as long as the separate facilitiewipex were equal. Speaking for the Court,
Justice Henry Billings Brown said: “So far, thens a conflict with theFourteenth
Amendment is concerned, the case reduces itseligoquestion whether the statute of
Louisiana is a reasonable regulation, and with gpethis there must necessarily be a large

discretion on the part of the legislature. (Bro&&9).

In the case oPlessydecision the Supreme Court ruled that separaibtitzs
for blacks and whites were constitutional as loaghey were equal. In addition to that, the
“separate but equal” doctrine was reache®lassyv. Ferguson This historical decision set
the pattern of race relations in the South for hateentury (Donaldg, 21). Also, the principal
of segregation was systematically extended by statelocal law to every human activity,
parks, theatres, hotels, hospitals, residentiaticis, even cemeteries. TRéessy vFerguson

(1896) decision called for segregation in railr@ad all public places.



Figure 01: Decision of the Supreme Court of thetéthStates 1896

Source Lofgren, Charles A._The Plessy Case: Historicaferpretation New York: Oxford

University Press, 1987:106.



This latter represents the official decision of taeest of Homer Adolph
Plessy a black man who had purchased a first classttmken intrastate railroad and refused
to accept a seat in a coach assigned to Black mgeyse As a result, Homer was arrested and
convicted of violating & ouisiana statute mandating railroads to provideusep facilities for
black and white passengers (Lofgren, 105). Plessy v.Ferguson(1896) is the notorious
“separate but equal” case in which the United St&epreme Court upheld tdan Crow'
segregation laws as constitutional. The SupremetColed that separate facilities for blacks
and whites were constitutional as they were edua. Supreme Court agreed that: “Separate
but equal is legal fiction. There never was, andenewill be, any separate equality (U.S.
Department of State, “President Bush,” 17 May 2004)is doctrine gave legal sanction to
legalize segregation. In fact, the doctrine of ‘@@pe but equal” was equal tdirh Crow”
(Lofgren, 108-109). As a result, if one race besiirdr to the other socially, the Constitution

of the United States cannot put them upon the sdame.

As John Marshall Harlan wrote in his dissentinginggn in Plessy v.
Ferguson “In view of the Constitution, in the eye of thaw, there is in this country no
superior, dominant ruling class of citizens. Thad&est is the peer of the most powerful.
The law regards man as man, and takes no accouns sfirroundings, or of his color (U.S.
Department of State, “President Bush,” 17 May 2088rshall Harlan wanted to explain that
all American citizens were equal, and the law stiqubdge man as man; looked to their

characters not their color skin.

Albion W. Tourgée, a prominent Racial Republicathau and politician was
the layer of Plessy. He argued the case on thes lidsthe Thirteenth andFourteenth

Amendments, noting that: “Justice is pictured bland her daughter, the law ought at least to



be color blind” (Klarman, 282). At last, the deoisiallowed racism to be institutionalized and

marked the beginning dim Crow Lawsand acceptance of any racist behaviour.

To sum up, between 1896 and 1954 the “SeparatEdudl” doctrine was the
law of the land. In particular this law was appliadsouthern states; it passed numerous laws
that required a strict segregation of the raced. jBst after 1954, th&lessy v.Ferguson
decision 1896 was reversed by another decision krnasBrown v.Board of Education of

TopekaRuling, Kansasl954.

[1.2. Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka Ruling,Kansas (1954)

The U.S. Supreme Court declared,Brown v. Board of Education (1954),
that racial segregation of public schools is unldwider the Constitution. This landmark
decision highlights the U.S. Supreme Court’s rol@ffecting changes in national and social
policy. TheBrown case refers to a little girl whose parentdss@ that she could attend an
all-white school in her neighbourhood. In 1954 ¢itreiggle for equality entered a new phase
with the history of the Supreme Court decision thetlared that for “racial segregation in
public schools is unconstitutional” and that theiteth States Constitution guarantees liberty
and equal opportunity to the people of the U.SsThistoric ruling inBrown v. Board of
Education ofTopekareversed the Court’'s 18Fessy v.Fergusondecision which asserted
that segregation did not violate tReurteenthAmendment as long as equal facilities were
provided for each race. In other words, during 1886 the educational system mandated
separate schools for children based solely on (@eenarco, 21). Th&lational Association
for Advancement ofColored People (NAACP) 2 took a key role in the move towalal
education opportunity. Members were involved atrgvevel, providing legal counsel, and
funding. During 1940’s and 1950'’s, local NAACP leesl separated plans to end the doctrine

of “Separate” but “Equal”. Public schools became theans to that end. Their local efforts
8



would ultimately change the court of history. THecision was a major victory of Thurgood
Marshall, chief counsel of tHeegalDefence (LD) andducationalFund (EF) of the National
Association for Advancement ofColored People (NAACP) (Maldwy, 535). Thurgood
Marshall, called for desegregation in American pukdchools from high schools to
kindergartens, he fought for equality between tawes; black and white children. He hoped
that its strategy would force the Supreme Courbverrule Plessy v.Ferguson1896 that
declared that segregation did not violate the Guotisin of the United States of America

(Maldway, 339).

In December, 1952, the U.S. Supreme Court had ®©rdacket cases from
Kansas, Delaware, the District of Columbia, Souttralina, and Virginia, all of which
challenged the constitutionality of racial segrematin public schools. The U.S. Supreme
Court had consolidated these five cases under aneejOliver Brown v. theBoard of
Education ofTopeka One of the justices later explained that the & &reme Court felt it
was better to have representative cases from eliffguarts of the country. They decided to
put Brown first “so that the whole question would not smatkeing a purely Southern one”
(Caroll, 748). On May, 17, 1954, the U.S. Suprenseir€decided that “separate but equal”
doctrine had no place in public education. By thaite 1954, all the hopes of black
Americans were combined with the success of the 8RAit had become a source of faith
that the Supreme Court decision ruling school ustitutional would cause the quick death of

Jim Crow Lawsin America (Epstein, 18).

Brown v. Board of Education ofTopeka,Kansaswas associated with the case
of Oliver Brown, who sought to direct enforcemeifitaostate law that permitted cities to
maintain segregated schools. This situation foresdeight years old daughter, Linda, to

travel a mile by bus to reach a black school ebeugh she lived only three blocks from an

9



all-white elementary school. The case of Brown wasllection of five cases, from Delaware
(Belton v. Gebhardt)Kansas Brown v. Board of Educationfouth Carolina(Briggs V.
Elliot), Virginia (Davis v. County School Board of Prince Edward @gy and the District of

Columbia(Bolling v. Sharpe|Bing, 21).

To sum up, the most importance thing in the missibithe Brown decision
was to eliminate the exclusion of black studentsnfrwhite schools. This means that this
decision overturned thBlessy v.Ferguson(1896), it called foe vigorous enforcement of
racial discrimination laws as the President GedkheBush said: “requires more than a place
in a school. Justice requires that every schoahteaery child in America (U.S. Department

of States, “President Bush,” 17 May 2004).

I.3. Negative Impacts on Children in Desegregated School

During the first era of school desegregation, whatk place in the late 1950s
and early 1960s, Supreme Court Justices, congredsieaders, and presidents failed in
providing strong supervision of courts in schookelgregation. This lack of supervision
signaled weak commitment to change and encouradpde wesistance. Federal officials left
much actual desegregation up to courageous blatka, parents, and community leaders.
In fact, children were lonely Pioneers thrown imtxtremely hostile, especially in all white
environments. As a result of that problem, desegieg's cost was very heavy for these
children pioneers. These people suffered a lot) ss¢ physical, moral, and even in school’'s

curriculum.

10



11.3.1.The Severe Impact on Pioneering Black Childen

During the case of Brown some scientists presetdgal that segregation had a
harmful impact on children by damaging their salffeem. In addition to that, desegregation
had a damaging psychological, and often physiogbact on numerous children of color, all
this because of weak and feeble enforcement. Asxample, Melba Plattillo Beals; she was
one among nine black students in Little Rock @dnitligh School, wrote in her book

“Warriors Don’t Cry, about the traumatic experiences that they fasddttle Rock .(Beals,

18) This experience happened exactly on the moroin§eptember 23, 1957, when nine
African-American high school students faced an wngrob of over 1,000 European-
Americans protesting integration in front of Cehteggh School in Little Rock, Arkansas. As
the students were escorted inside by the LittlekRumdice, violence escalated and they were
removed from the school. The next day, PresidenigbwD. Eisenhower responded by
federalizing the Arkansas National Guard and ddpag a thousand troops of the 10Ist
Airborne Division to Little Rock. Those studentsdhsuffered a lot, and this example was
among a list of other violent experiences facedlagk students. In reality, few studies have
systematically examined the negative impact of gieggmted schools on children pioneers.
One sociologist Leslie Inniss attempted to examsungh impact of desegregated schools. She
examined the case of twenty five black adults whd kesegregated high schools in the
South. All these pioneers paid a high psychologarad emotional price. All of the kids
generally ended with nervous breakdowns. Even d@fterperiod of desegregation, people
were still in pain as they recalled negative desgafion experience. In fact, Blacks during
that period had suffered a lot. In general, moatllstudents were tormented constantly by

white students, and sometimes even by their teackare student reported that: “We had a

11



little group of whites that would meet us every mog; | mean they would say little ditties

to us, it was sort of like entertainment”. (Inni853)

Inniss was a black student pioneer at a formetiterhigh school during the
1960s. Later she recounted her emotionally batjerkperience:

During the first year, parents spit on me, calleglan
monkey, and used other intimidating behaviors
while lining up on both sides of my margining
pathway to the school, forming what | called a
“tunnel of terror”. The students defaced my locker,
stole my books, and tore my clothing. (Inniss, 7)

As a result of extreme harassment, most black stadbad a sense of
decreased self- esteem or self-confidence. As tuteist noted that: “desegregation left me
with feelings of alienation and incompetence”. (D) In fact, blacks had suffered a lot
during the period of segregation and after thaticiwhmeans desegregated period. Black
students tried to do their best in other to be itk not rejected in the whites environment,
but it was not the case; as black student explained

We had to learn their way of doing things —acting,
talking, dressing their way of being, but nobodyswa
interested in our way. We wanted so badly to be
accepted, we tried to do and be all they wanted and

we were still rejected. Even today, | have a rebity
problem with rejection of any kind. (Inniss, 9)

The majority of black parents shared the same pafintiew that they would
never send their children to an integrated schiety were afraid that they will be treated in
the same way and will face the same thing. As aegumence of this discrimination, the sense
of hatred was born between blacks and whites. Inngerview, a pioneer in a southern

desegregated school, said with great pain: “They bw. They beat me every day that | went

12



into that white school ... | can’t forget ... | candtMe them now” (Barnett, 34). The
relationship between both was too bad in some Wwagn never be repaired, because some

blacks can never forget what happened at thatdimdethey cannot forgive.

On the other hand, some black pioneers used abicg and attacks in other
to hide their weakness and failure. This way reéflddheir survival and resistance strategies
that they used during the period of desegregafisnwas the case of the sociologist Bernice
McNoir Bernett, who used the strategy of resistanagher to survive with white people. She
had behaved in that way during the voluntary sclobalice period of desegregation in her
southern town. The sociologist has explained tihat grotected herself form the extreme
harassment that she faced every day, by withdrawewetly and using tactics similar to
those of People of the Wars who successfully serviith systematic personal attack, and
said: “...] swore never to let ‘them’ see me cry” (Bett, 35). Sociologist Bernice McNoir
Bernett wanted to be more calm and courageousufeiving successfully. As a result of that,
the costs were high, as she described:

Mine was a battle that was fought not in the
newspaper or in front of the television

cameras, but alone and with the everyday
survival resistance strategies | used in a small
southern school. Thus discovered from and

unaccepted in both worlds, | lost my “voice.”
(Barnett, 34).

This last shows how the decision has some negatip&act on pioneering
black children. These people had suffered a loinduthe 1950s and 1960s; which reflected
the desegregation’s perio@®rown v. Board of Education, of Kansas, Top€k854)”. This

period had some different negative impacts on btduldren; the suffering of those people

13



differed from one to another some of them suffguhgsically others emotionally and even

psychologically.

[.3.2 Continuing Racial Bias in the School Curricubm

In almost desegregated school systems the cumiclhias stayed mostly the
same as it was before desegregation. In a 197§ studesegregated classrooms, Ray Rist
found a widespread orientation among teachers ve b#ack students acculturate to white
ways. Since 1970s, multicultural education had beshted to schools, and most schools had
not successfully integrated black people, theitdnysand even their experiences (Rist, 99).
Although some teachers added references to themgisbments of blacks during a special
ethnic history week, the general focus of mostonystessons was on white understandings of

U.S. history and group experiences.

Textbooks provided one example of the whitewashedaullum, as they often
communicate much inaccurate historical informatiaspecially in regard to racial
discrimination, and conflict. Assessing high schodtory books, Loewen found that the
books ignored or downplayed the harsh realitiesacfal discrimination, past and present.
History books denied the history of African Amensaand how they fought for their liberty
equality and rights during a long period of time¢wen, 137-136). For example, New York
City’s Wall Street is celebrated in textbooks fta @conomic role, not as it began as a large
colonial market where whites bought enslaved Afridganericans in a bloody business. In
1720, New York City’s population contained seveousand African Americans and most of
them were slaves, Wall Street was the market pMre owners could hire out their slaves

by the day or week (Loewen, 199). Not one majothieak made significant use of African
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American sources in regard to racial issues, aridone lets African Americans speak for

themselves.

In addition to that, in the curriculum the use a€ial books was widespread. In
literature, for instance, Mark Twain’siuckleberry Finn showed how widespread the
requirement of reading this racist novels was imosts and what were the consequences on
black children (Sharon, 305). The use of such kifhthooks led to create racial problems

between both white and black students.

As a conclusion, segregation in desegregated sshoairiculum still existed
after desegregation. The problem of continuing esggfion in school curriculum led to intra-

racial problems within desegregated classrooms.

|.4. Resistance to the Court Decision

|.4.1. Little Rock Central High School Crisis

Following the Supreme CourBsown v.Board of Education of Topeka decision, some
school districts, started to integrate and workeddesegregation, particularly those in the
Deep South. One of the most famous cases involvitle IRock Central High School; it
appeared in the fight over school desegregationthi® case, Arkansas Governor Orval
Faubus joined local whites in resisting integratioy dispatching the Arkansas National
Guard to block nine black students from enterirgygbhool. As some politicians vowed that
they would go to jail rather than desegregate;@hdrs swore that they would die rather than
permit integration. President Dwight Eisenhowerpoggled to this situation by sending

federal troops to protect the students (Epsteih, 38
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After the Supreme CourtBrown v.Board of Educationdecision, the_ittle
Rock school board accepted the fact that it hadntegrate and began working on an
integration plan. The number of students selectad @7 black students, but by the end of
August the number dwindled down to nine. In 198igse nine black students had been
stopped from joining the all-white Central High $oh at Little Rock. The federal
Government ordered the state Governor to let theesits enrol. The Governor Orval Faubus

refused, and was well supported by the local whijgulation (Peter, 67).

Those nine students had faced a lot of violatiragtien, before the opening of
the school year. On August 29, 1957, the Motheesdue of Little Rock Central High
School went into the Arkansas Chancery Court fdagki Country in an attempt to acquire
an injunction which would delay the start of int&gon on the ground that it could lead to
violence (Sitkoff, 29). On September 2, 1957 thengvg before Arkansas schools was to
reopen, and the nine black students were to entertr&@ High, National Guardsmen
surrounded the school. Ostensibly, the missiorho$é¢ Guardsmen was to prevent violence,
but when the nine black students sought to entesthool on September 3, they berried their
way. In a televised speech that night, the Govef@oral Faubus went on television to
announce that it would “not be possible to restor® maintain order if forcible integration is
carried out tomorrow” (Sitkoff, 28). He also praated that if the black students attempted to
enter Central High, “blood would run in the stree(Sitkoff, 29). When they prepared to
enter Central High, a crowd of angry whites shout&tggers. Niggers. They're coming.
Here they come!” (Sitkoff, 30). And others scream@tey‘re in!” “The niggers are in our

school” (Sitkoff, 29).

The terror of the first day was unforgettable ftwode nine students, as

Elizabeth Eckford one of the students describetidhg:
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Frightened and didn’t know what to do. |
turned around and crowd came toward me.
They moved closer and closer. Somebody
started yelling They glared at me with a mean
look and | was very ‘Lynch her! Lynch her!" |
tried to see a friendly face somewhere in the
mob- someone maybe who would help. |
looked into the face of an old woman and it
seemed a kind face. But when | looked at her
again, she spat at me (De Marco, 78).

During that period the nine students had facedt afidifficulties, they had
faced opposition from not only the white commurtityt the black community as well. Melba
Pattillo, a 15-year-old who was one of the ninecklatudents, remembered a confrontation

with a black adult at church one Sunday:

| was startled when a woman I'd seen often
enough but didn't really know began lecturing
me. For a moment | feared she was going to
haul off and hit me. She was beside herself
with anger. | could barely get my good
morning in because she was talking very loud,
attracting attention as she told me | was too
fancy for my britches and that other people in
our community would pay for my uppity need
to be with white folks(Sitlroff, 29).

On September 4, 1957 by which the eventsittie Rock Central High School
had attracted the attention of the nation’s metha, nine black youths arrived at the high
school to begin classes. But the Arkansas NatiGhard turned them away; the Arkansas
refused to comply with the law of the land. Thka National attention focused on President
Eisenhower, who was constitutionally required téoese law of the land. On September 20,
1957 Judge Davis ordered Governor Faubus to reri@vérkansas Guard (De Marco, 80).

On September 23, 1957 local police and state trgogerorted the “Little Rock Nine,” as the
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media had named the nine students. Over a thoushitd protesters surrounded the high
school, and racists from across the South had dld¢k the city to prevent the blacks from
entering the school. And white students sang: “Tdoyr, six, eight, we ain’t gonna

integrate,” the mob jeered “Niggers, keep away froon school. Go back to the jungle.”

(Sitlroff, 30). The first day ended at noon and plodice took the nine black students home.

On September 24, 1957 the President Dwight D. Boeer said that he
would use whatever force was necessary to upheldath. He ordered the 1,200-man 327th
Airborne Battle Group of the U.S. Army's 101st Airbe Division from Fort Campbell,
Kentucky, to make sure that the nine black teersajgéned the school. These troops had to be
stationed inside the Central High School, and tlesgorted the nine black students
everywhere they went for the whole year, in otleeptotect them from harassment of the
white students. By the same order, the entire 10)@@n Arkansas National Guard was
federalized, to remove them from the control of &oer Faubus. The next morning, with
fixed bayonets, the paratroopers dispersed theciavd led the black students into Central
High School. This decision showed how much the powsfethe Federal Government was
increasing at the expense of the state rights (Rec®) 77). By 1961 there were still no black
children in white schools in the state of Alabamssissippi or Carolina; progress towards
desegregation after Little Rock was extremely sldtwough there were some 2 million black
school children in the South in 1960, a mere 2,60these went to integrated schools with

whites (De Marco, 76).

To sum up, despite the opposition, the nine stisdentered the Little Rock
Central High School. The crisis in Little Rock shemvAmerica that the president could and
would enforce court orders with federal troops. Whiee nine black students successfully

completed the school year, they showed Americahlzak students could and would endure
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the intense hatred that racist white students cduldp on them. It was a big step towards
integration and an important one, even though uised nine brave teenagers unforgettable

pain.
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Conclusion

The United State’s societyd haassed through several Court’s decisions, some of
them called for segregation and separation betwaees, whereas, others were passed by the
Supreme Court to put an end to that kind of denssi@ds the case é¢flessy v. Ferguson (189&ind
Brown v. Board of Education, of Topeka, Kansas 4)9%is last, Brown decision wanted to make

a change in the American mode of life. It calleddesegregation, particularly in public schools.

Segregation in public schools had survived for rgl@eriod of time, but Brown
decision reversed this and called for the opposdiésegregation. This decision opened the door to

further civil rights struggle for black Americans.
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Endnotes

1 The Jim Crow Lawswere state and local laws enacted in the Soutmedrboarder states of the United
States and enforced between 1876 and 1965. Thegateh“separate but equal” status for black Amesc#n
reality, this led to treatment and accommodatidiad tvere almost always inferior to those providedvhite
Americans. Although it was legally required tha facilities provided should be equal, they were fibe “Jim
Crow period” or the “Jim Crow era” refers to thené during which this practise occurred. The mogidrtant
laws required that public schools, public places] public transportation, like trains and busesehseparate

facilities for whites and blacks.

2 the National Association for Advancement of ColoR=bple(NAACP), found in 1909, took a key role
in the move toward equal education opportunity. Mera were involved at every level, providing legalinsel,
and funding. His chief was Thurgood Marshall. DgritD40’s and 1950’s, local NAACP leaders separptads
to end the doctrine of “separate but equal”’. Pubtihools became the means to that end. The decisisra

major victory for the NAACP.
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Chapter |l

Fighting Segregation in Public Transportation and e¢her Public Facilities

The Negro baby born in America today,
regardless of the section of the nation in which
he is born, has about one-half as much chance of
completing high school as a white baby born in
the same place on the same day; one third as
much chance of completing college; one third as
much chance of becoming a professional man;
twice as much chance of becoming unemployed,;
about one-seventh as much chance of earning
$10,000 a year; a life expectancy which is seven
years shorter; and the prospects of earning only
half as much (United states Department of the
Interior, National Park Service.15 March 2005).

Introduction

Despite the huge efforts made by the blacks tothenstruggle and the great
hope of the black nation, racism carried on its wapughout the American continent.
This chapter deals with the issue of public trangtion, in other words, the caseRdsa
Parks “The Mother of theCivil Rights Movement”, and thé/ontgomeryBus Boycott
(1954). Then, it speaks about the problem of itdtastransportation, and the struggle of
theFreedomRides (1961). At the end of this part, the blacks hat the right to eat in the
same place as whites, and they were not even sbyitk white’s restaurants or even the

waitresses; this is what happened in Greensbordit-ins 1960.
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I1.1. Segregation in Public Transportation

[1.1.1.The Montgomery Bus Boycott (1954) “Rosa Park’s” and“Martin Luther
King’'s Role

For many years, African Americans were of harassrbemality and desegregation
due to the segregation policies of the Montgomeity Council. Blacks faced segregation in many
places such as parks, schools, restrooms, ancetheht addition to that, discrimination was proved
through banning them from their civil rights likarficipating in elections and even in holding pabli

offices.

The Montgomery city had been known as the ‘Cradleghe Confederacy’ has the
distinction of being the ‘Birthplace of the Civilights Movement’. The successful boycott of the
segregated buses in Montgomery, Alabama which begiimthe arrest of Rosa Parks on December,
1, 1965, transformed the Civil Rights cause intmass political movement. It demonstrates that
African Americans could unite and engage in discgd political actions, and marked the emergence
of Martin Luther King, the indispensable leader whepired millions, held them to the high moral
standard of nonviolent resistance, and built brsdgetween Americans of all races, creeds and colors
While many brave activists contributed to the CRights revolution of the 1960’s, it was King who,
more than any other individual, forced millionsvaite Americans to confront directly the reality of
Jim Crow and shaped the political reality in whibke landmarlCivil Rights Act of 1960 and Voting

Act of 1965 could become law (Friedman, 46).

On December 1, 1955, the blacks of Montgomerypaiaa, decided to boycott the
city buses until they could sit anywhere they weniastead of being relegated to the back when a
white boarded. At that day, exactly on Thursdaycdmber 1, 1955, Rosa McCauley Parks, an
African American seamstress was arrested in MongggmAlabama for not standing and letting her
white bus rider take her seat. According to Freidrivichael Jay, Rosa Parks was tired and she just

wanted to go home (p 46).As she said later “| didet on the bus with the intention of being aedst
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| got to the bus with the intention of going home (Ftiedman, 46). Rosa Parks sat in the first row of
the colored section of seats between the whitebéack’s rows, all this according to law, that black
and whites could not occupy the same row. Whennthiée seats filled, the driver ordered Parks to
give her seat when another white person boardedule When Parks refused, she was arrested,
jailed, and ultimately fined $10 plus $4 in counsts. Parks was 42 years old she had crossedthe li

into direct political action.

An outraged black community formell ontgomery I mprovement Association

(MIA) to organize a boycott of the city bus systeNegro ministers and lowyers, who had been
waiting for a test case on the constitutionalitytiog law. Partly among local community leaders,
citizens turned to a recent arrival to Montgomehg newly installed pastor dexter Avenue King
Memorial Baptist ChurchAt that time the church played an important rislehelping the blacks
community, it was considered as a National Hisedriandmark because of its status as the Birthplace
of the Civil Rights Movement. In other words theanminister of Montgomery, Martin Luther King
Jr. was recruited to organize a boycott of citydsusThis begun th€ivil Rights Movement. In his

first speech to MIA, the younger king told the goou
We have no alternative but to protest. For many
years we have shown an amazing patience. We
have sometimes given our white brothers the
feeling that we liked the way we were being
treated. But we come here tonight to be saved from
that patience that makes us patient with anything

less than freedom and justice (Quoted in Friedman,
36).

Under King's leadership, boycotters organizedpeals, while black taxi drivers
charged boycotters the same fare. They would haitegn the bus, by auto, by horse and buggy, and
even simply by walking, nonviolent political actiéorced the city to pay a heavy economic price for
its segregationist’s ways. In addition to thatsthct made a national figure of King, whose powerfu

presence drew publicity for the movement and atchsupport from sympathetic whites, especially
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those in the North. King’'§ime magazine later concluded ‘risen from nowhere toob® one of the

nation’s remark able leaders of men’ (Freidman, 35)

During this movement and after a period of timetediattempted to put an end to it
through many methods. They wanted to end the bbytavery way possible. Among the methods
used was to divide the black community. On Jan@4ry1956, the City Commission met with three
non-MIA black ministers and proposed a compromidee ministers accepted, and the commission
leaked false reports to a newspaper that the boywas over. In addition to that, some blacks were
arrested, and they tried to present it as a vigkesttion from the black Americans .All these metho
failed and the boycott went on. When that effortbteak up the boycott failed, whites turned to
violence. King's home was bombed with his wife dady daughter inside, on January 30, as well as
Nixon’s home on February 1. King's said:

We want to love our enemies — be good to
them. This is what we must live by; we must
meet hate with love. We must love our white

brothers no matter what they do to us (Quoted
in Freidman, 35).

Even after his house was attacked and King hims#ting with more than 100
boycotters, were arrested for hindering a buscaiginued grace and adherence to nonviolent tactics
earned respect for the movement and discreditedabeegationists of Montgomery. The blacks had
already begun to end the boycott in the court. Ntdwey would accept nothing less than full
integration. The blacks were armed with the Brownision, which said that the “separate but equal”
doctrine had no place in public education. In #ase it must follow that the doctrine had no pliace
any public facilities. In addition to that, theycilvas not in the prejudiced local courts but inefied

court, which means that even a black man could kmpave a fair trial (Sitkoff, 56).

In the end, the boycott included some 50,000 Negmoho refused to ride the city’'s

buses for 381 days until the United States Supr@wert struck down laws segregating public
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transportation. The desegregation of the Montgontmry system required not only Rosa Parks’
personal initiative and bravery King's politicahlgership, but also a NAACP style legal effort. As t
boycotters braved segregationist opposition, degggjionist attorneys cited the precederBafwn v.
Board ofEducationin their court challenge to the Montgomery bus wadice. In November 13, 1956,
the Supreme Court of the United States rejectedtitiyes final appeal, and declared that segregation
on buses was unconstitutional. TH®ntgomeryBusesBoycott was officially over. Thus fortified, the
civil rights movement moved on to new battles. Aligh the gains of thisl ontgomeryBus Boycott
were small compared with the gains blacks wouldrlatin, the boycott was important start to the
Civil RightsMovement. As Robert Wright wrote, that “It helpedunch at 10 years national struggle
for freedom and justice, the Civil Rights Movem#mt stimulated others to do the same at home and

abroad.

II.2. Segregation in Intrastate Transportation

In 1961 and 1962, the movement for racial justetkefl down, it gave no results and
no success. At that moment, @&l Rights workers because aware of the real state lendttong
confrontation they have to confront, and victorynat easy to get it but they have to struggle sfivon
to win the battle. In addition, to the serious stmice that the whites were holding for @ieil Rights

Movement.

The Blacks were convinced that this situation ndedge efforts, they decided to start
changing whites’ ideas, attitudes, and thoughtsatde them, but this would have an absolute end

which is confrontation with policies that itseliq@res a federal intervention.

[1.2.1. Freedom Rides 1961

Although slavery was illegal for a long time, espélg in the Southern states; by
separating public facilities between blacks andtegisuch as, in restaurants, restrooms, drinking

fountains, and even seats in buses. In 1946, tipeeB1e Court ruled that making blacks sit in the
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backs of buses travelling from one state to anptiwhile white passengers sat in the front, was
unconstitutional. In 1947, a group of Blacks andtasplaned a “Journey of Reconciliation” to test
enforcement of the Supreme Court decisionMorgan v. theCommonwealth oWirginia which
outlawed segregation in interstates travel. Thaigrof people rode buses together to see if the new
law worked, but the demonstrators were arrestédbith Carolina by people who were against blacks
being treated as equal. In that case, it was theamot everyone in the U.S. was ready for intégna

in the late 1940's (Cozzens, 88).

Recalling that failed effort 15 years earliBrown v. Board decision 1954 opened a
new door for new activists to fight against segtiegain intrastate transportation. James Farmer new
national director ofCongressOf Racial Equality (CORE) organized a new generation of blank
white activists to travel on intrastate buses heoto test 1960’s United States Supreme Courlisgu
in Boynton v.Virginia which called for prohibiting racial segregationimtrastate transportation. The
CORE proposed a new “Journey of Reconciliationfledathe FreedomRides This one played a big
part in getting theCivil Rights Movement more attention. TleeedomRides contained seven blacks
and six white activists who would travel on Greyhdwand Trail ways buses, from Washington, D.C
to New Orleans. The Freedom Riders left Washingib@ on May 4, 1961 and travelled without
incident across Virginia and North Carolina, bugtlencountered violence for the first time at the b
terminal in Rock Hill, South Carolina when, Johnilie started to enter a white waiting room. He had
volunteered for the Freedom Ride because “at imis, thuman dignity is the most important thing in
my life” as he said (Sitkoff, 91). And he had dexddo do his best for the Freedom Ride. Lewis wrote

on his application, “that justice and Freedom mighhe to the Deep South” (Sitkoff, 104).

The FreedomRiders continued, and crossed Georgia without imtideut when the
activists reached Alabama, Mother's Day, on Maytlid attacks started and the riders decided to
divide into two groups to travel around Alabama. avithe Greyhound bus arrived in Anniston,
Alabama, an angry mob surrounded it, armed witlckpbecks, iron bars, clubs, and tire chains they

smashed windows and slashed tiers. The driver negintgdrive the bus a few miles out of town, for
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repairing the tiers, at that moment the vehicle firasbombed and destroyed but the passengers were
able to get away with only minor injuries. As aulesFreedom Ride had ended for that group. One
hour later the Trail ways bus arrived at Annistbhey were also attacked and beaten. When the Tralil
ways bus parked at its terminal in Birmingham, ébrobabout forty whites attacked and beat up the

Freedom Riders (Cozzens, 769).

CORE leaders decided to contitngeRreedom Rides because they believed that ettting
Rides with violence would send the wrong messagkdamation. In other words, if the Freedom Rides
ended, it would send a signal to racist hate grabasviolence could end the struggle for freedom.
More people supported the Freedom Riders for the@ceful protests and did not agree with the
violent hatred towards them. By the way, Diana Nuahmember of theStudent Non-violent
CoordinatingCommittee (SNCC) 2, she informed the minister thaie students have decided that we
can'’t let violence overcome” and the SNCC wouldtoare what CORE began: “the ride must not be
stopped. If they stop us with violence, the movenienlead” (Sitkoff, 93). The group departed from
Nashville on May 14, 1961 to reinforce the CORE éR&din Alabama. Upon their arrival in
Birmingham on May 17, 196Rublic Safety CommissionEugene “Bell” Conner ordered his police
officers to arrest the Nashville Freedom Riders ok them to jail, the police said that it was for
their own safety. Then they drove the Freedom Ridheick to Tennessee. Instant of abandoning the

campaign, the Freedom Riders headed right backiggmam (Freidman, 39).

On May 20, 1961 the Nashville riders were back inmihgham, and then all of the
Freedom Riders travelled to Montgomery. Attorneyn&al Robert Kennedy requested the state
police to protect the Freedom Riders. The policgapibeared when the Freedom Riders entered
Montgomery. The bus terminal was eerily quiet, tredlFreedom Riders got off Greyhound a mob of
300 angry persons attacked them with baseball pgiss and sticks. As John Lewis remembered and
described the situation that they were in that day:
It was really weird. It was an eerie feeling.

There was a funny peace there, quietness...
Complete silence. There were no cabs
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around that you could see. You couldn’t see
any other buses. Not anything. We stepped
off the bus and... people just started pouring
out of the station, out of building, from all
over the place. White people....(Stikoff, 94).

This courageous effort by these young studentsyroawhom were members
of the StudentNonviolentCoordinatingCommittee (SNCC), inspired other young people to
get involved and join theéreedomRides too. During the rest of that year, hundredblatk
and white students travelled from across the cgunthelp integrate the terminals. But they
didn't just help end segregation there. Ultimatdétg, young Freedom Riders helped bolster a
movement of local black activists across the Deeytls and together they would help topple

segregation everywhere (Freidman, 38).

In fact, many spent their summer in jail. Some wserarred for life from the
beatings they received. But their efforts were notvain. They forced the Kennedy
administration to take a stand on civil rights, gfhwas the intent of the Freedom Ride in the
first place. In addition, thenterstateCommerceCommission (ICC), at the request of Robert
Kennedy, outlawed segregation in interstate bugelran a ruling, more specific than the
original Supreme Court mandate, that took effecBaptember, 1961. The Freedom Riders
may not have finished their trip, but they madeiraportant and lasting contribution to the

civil rights movement.

[1.3. Segregation in Restaurants

The black carried on their rights movement; thdy tfee hopefulness because
they knew the hard efforts that the national artdrivational politics did to solve the racial

issue, and mainly the segregated schools. Bechaseldck children suffered a lot from the
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white’s racism, the whites did so because of tlaeld$ skin color. In a way the blacks were
convinced that some changes started to take place.

During the 1960’s the black Americans faced a sewé problems and
struggles, among them there was the case of thestadents who wanted to be served in a
white restaurant. This act happened exactly in IN@arolina at the Woolworths store on

South Elm Street. This event was naniéeé GreensbordSit-ins.

[1.3.1.The Greensboro Sit-ins 1960

The GreensboroSit-ins were an instrumental action in the African-Amenica
Civil Rights Movement, leading to increased natlosantiment at a crucial period in
American history. The primary event took place he tGreensboro, North Carolina,

Woolworth's store, now thienternationalCivil RightsCanter &Museum.

The GreensbordSit-ins of 1960 provoked all manner of emotions wtlibay
occurred and they remain an important part of cigihts history. Accepting and taking to the
limit Martin Luther King’'s idea of non-violence amkaceful protests, the sit-ins provoked
the type of reaction th€ivil Rights Movement wanted public condemnation of the treatment
of those involved but also continuing to highlighe issue of desegregation in the South. The

Sit-ins started in 1960 at Greensboro, North Camolin

Racism carried on its way through out the Americantinent while the blacks
had not the right to eat in the same place of whitdey were not even served by the white’s
restaurants or even the waitresses. This is whaidred on February 1, 1960, with the four
students Ezell A. Blair Jr. (now known as JibrebbKan), David Richmond, Joseph McNeill,
and Franklin McCain from North Carolina Agriculttr& Technical College, an all-black

college, sat down at the segregated lunch couatpratest Woolworth's policy of excluding
30



African Americans (Freidman, 36). These protestase encouraged to dress professionally,
to sit quietly, and to occupy every other stoolklsat potential white sympathizers could join
in. The Sit-in soon inspired other sit-ins in Richmond, Mirigr Nashville, Tennessee; and

Atlanta, Georgia

As students across the south begarStbifi" at the lunch counters of a few of
their local stores, local authority figures sometinused brute force to physically escort the

demonstrators from the lunch facilities.

The Sit-in techniqgue was not new as far back as 1939jcah-American
attorney Samuel Wilbert Tucker organized a sittitha then-segregated Alexandria, Virginia
library. In 1960 the technique succeeded in briggiational attention to the movement. The
success of th&reensboroSit-in led to a rash of student campaigns throughbet South
(Freidman, 36). Probably the best organized, magtiy disciplined, the most immediately

effective of these was in Nashville, Tennessee.

By February 7th, there were Sit-ins throughout the South in 15 cities in 9
states. On March 9, 1960 an Atlanta University @egroup of students released an appeal
for Human Rights as a full page advertisement @wspapers, including the Atlanta
Constitution, Atlanta Journal, and Atlanta Daily ¥do This student group, known as the
Committee on theAppeal for Human Rights (COAHR), initiated the Atlanta Student
Movement and began to lead in Atlanta wiikrins starting on March 15, 1960 (Christian,
310). By the end of 1960, tt&it-ins had spread to every southern and bordee stadl even

to Nevada, lllinois, and Ohio.

Demonstrators focused not only on lunch countetsalmo on parks, beaches,

libraries, theatres, museums, and other public egladJpon being arrested, student
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demonstrators made "jail-no-bail" pledges, to e#tiéntion to their cause and to reverse the
cost of protest, thereby saddling their jailershwiihe financial burden of prison space and

food.

In April, 1960 activists who had led theSg&-ins held a conference at Shaw
University in Raleigh, North Carolina that led teetformation of theStudentNonviolent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC). SNCC took these tactics of nomiblconfrontation

further, to the freedom rides

Il.4. Segregation in other Public facilities

In 1960’s Birmingham contained abd@b3,000 citizens. There were about
65%whites, and 35%blacks; it was among the famagglr cities because of its blacks’
segregation. This segregation covered all life eispgublic or commercial, it was only 10%of
black Americans who were registered to vote in 1#@ntually, black ways and life income
was lower and worst than white American. Birminghtaawl no black police officer, no clerk,
and no bus driver, in a world blacks had no rightthe American society. Because of this
whites’ segregation, the number of black unemplaymacreased more and more.
Birmingham’s black minority started to emerge tgose change in the American society.
When Alabama banned the NAACP, Fred Shuttles Wordated theAlabamaChristian
Movement for Human Rights (ACMHR) in the 1956, to challenge Birminghaaoity

segregation policies by huge protests.

[1.4.1.Birmingham Protests 1963

Martin Luther King was persuaded and aimed to maksh confrontation in

Birmingham, and this was a result for a non-violaation called “theNegro Revolution”.
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Birmingham has totally changed tl@&vil Rights Movement nature for racial justice, in
addition, to the whites’ attitudes towards the ktagenerally, and th€ivil RightsM ovement
particularly. This Luther’s strategy permitted foany jailed blacks to be free, and it was the

major anti-discrimination legislation in the Amaichistory.

Martin Luther King described Birmingham as the wocgty for racism.
Americans made such pressure on the blacks by thKlgx Klan'(KKK), the organisation
who banned black music on radio stations, eveuggstthat contained black people. The call
for Civil Rights was totally forbidden in Birmingham city, tperpose to avoid any trouble,
or to provoke other movement appearance, becauasyiftrouble appeared on the direct
surface, this would be an immediate cause for Madttither King to gain or impose his

policy “federal intervention”.

Bull Connor was the head of the office and greapsuter for segregation. The
black Americans were convinced that when Connor he$ place, many things would
improve after that the lack of local involvementarg Birmingham community would be
solved. When King was arrested nobody could heaim hie was unable or had no right to see

his lawyers, only J.F. Kennedy intervention cowdsieshim.

Martin Luther King assisted to continue his campaigo this time, he used
children protest to aid him to gain the Civil RigiNlovement, at first, he did not wish to use
children in his plane, but Connor’s pressure forbed, but without good results, throughout
the U.S.A, there were about 500 youth were arreatedl jailed because of their protests

(Sitkoff, 100).

After this incident, Martin Luther King called fa one day and half to the

protests, theCivil Rights leaders agreed for his proposition. Kennetyued that what
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happened in Birmingham was a serious danger ancgkantotally America, knowing that
Kennedy was the only person who was able to gettiMaut of the jail in Birmingham

(Krajewski, 02). All King's efforts could improveldck Americans states, situation, and
mainly living conditions, such as, stores were desgated, African Americans got more
opportunities in finding jobs. Even for media, hetbwn how blacks situation mainly in the
South was, this was a great support for the CiwvgjhB Movement to push more in the

Positive way.

The Birmingham campaign was a planning movemeratedeby theSouthern
Christian L eadershipConference (SCLC) to have more support for the uaketehaviour
towards black Americans endured in Birmingham. Dinganisation fought from 1963, it
indented to publicize confrontations between blgokith and white civil authorities. The
SCLC organisation, helped Martin Luther King to us@n-violent direct action tactics to
defend laws which were considered unfair, uneqaaj completely against bladRivil
Rights. This campaign was a direct cause or reasah gushed the local government to

change its discrimination rules or laws.

At the beginning of the 1960’s, Birmingham reprdaednone of the divided
cities in the U.S.A. After the campaign receivessl@adult volunteers, it began a new system
which is “Children’s Crusade” this means recruitedre children as possible. There was high
school, college and elementary students were tldmearticipate in this campaign, but many
were arrested, in addition, they intensified natiomedia attraction on Birmingham
campaign. To control the protests of the “Childse@rusade”, the police used water jets and

police dogs to high pressure on children (Lutherg<io4).
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In conclusion, we say that the Birmingham campaigis an example of a
direct action protest that represented a whole @ity use of media played an important role
by bringing a national support for the segregaissnie. Desegregation started to occur within
Birmingham environment, the campaign was a majasedor theCivil Rights Act of 1964,

which accused racial discrimination towards blackekican in the United States of America.
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Conclusion

This chapter discusses the fighsegregation in public transportation, intrastate
transportation, as well as, segregation in othélipdacilities. The first part focuses on the
successful result that the Montgomery bus boyccitiesved in particular, the case of Rosa
Parks who helped black Americans to gain theirl aights. Besides, the appearance of
Martin Luther king who played an important rolefighting to eliminate discrimination in a

non-violent way.

As well as, the issue of intrastate tramsgtion and the case of the
Freedom Rides of 1961. Thus, theerstateCommerceCommission (ICC), at the request of
Robert Kennedy, outlawed segregation in interdbatetravel in a ruling, more specific than
the original Supreme Court mandate, that took effecSeptember, 1961. The Freedom
Riders may not have finished their trip, but thegd®a an important and lasting contribution to

the Civil Rights Movement.

At last, it dealsithv different problems in other segregated public
facilities such as, segregation in restaurantstaadcexample of th&reensbordit-ins 1960.
Then, it speaks about the Birmingham Protests 6819he Birmingham campaign was a
planning movement created by teuthernChristian L eadershipConference (SCLC) to

have more support for the unequal behaviour towdrdgk Americans endured in

Birmingham.
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Endnotes

1 Ku Klux Klan, often abbreviated KKK and informalknown as The Klan, is the name of three
distinct past and present right-wifigprganizations in the United States, which advacateremist
reactionary currents such as white supremacy atidnadéism. The current manifestation is splintered
into several chapters and is widely consideredt@ gyup? The first KKK flourished in the South in
the 1860s, then died out by the early 1870s. TherseKKK flourished nationwide in the early and
mid 1920s, and adopted the costumes and parapiaeohéhe first Klan. The third Klan emerged after
World War II. Their iconic white costumes consistd#dobes, masks, and conical hats. The first and
third KKK had a well-established record of usingréeism, but historians’ debate how central that
tactic was to the second KKK.
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CHAPTER IlI

Segregation in Voter Registration and the Passage Civil Rights Act 1964

There is no Negro problem. There is no southern
problem. There is no northern problem. There is
only an American problem. And we are met here
tonight as Americans ... to solve that problem. The
Constitution says that no person shall be kept from
voting because of his race or his color. We hate al
sworn an oath before God to support and to defend
that Constitution. We must now act in obedience to
that oath. ...There is no constitutional issue here.
The command of the Constitution is plain. There is
no moral issue. It is wrong— deadly wrong — to
deny any of your fellow Americans (Freidman, 59).

Introduction

The African American people had faced a seriesaoiat problems. They did
not have the right to enter any place that theeshtbuld; they could not attend any school, or
eat in any restaurant or work in any place. Thaeptér includes two important issues, the first
one is about the voter registration; at that tirhe African American people were not
registered in the vote registers, which means titiey did not have the right to vote. The
second one, shed light on the achievements of fieah Americans and th€ivil Rights

Act 1964.
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[11.1.The Voter Registration

This passage is like the other passages, it spaadst the struggle of black
America peoples and how they tried to gain thewadity and their rights in the whites’
society. They started with desegregation in pubtacation, which mearBrown decision
1954. This decision helped blacks a lot to getrthghts as American citizens. Blacks went

forward and rapidly to put an end to the whitescdimination and segregation.

Martin Luther King played a major role in blacksusfgle; he fought in which
he acquired to strength the black position in otddreat racism and poverty among the black

minority in the American society and mainly to géue right to vote as an American citizen.

The blacks started from Mississippi where only blaek adult has the right to
vote, in addition to, the low wages they are pdfdAs the black minority increased rapidly,
all the blacks were removed from the vote regisibe Africa American population consisted
about 80% of the white’s population. At that tintke sequence not single black have the

right to vote.

As the poorest minority consisted of the blacksdiisippi remained the state
where the blacks struggle for equality was unableeich its door. In addition, this state tried

to keep its white citizens, and resist for any geooncerning the Negro people (Sowed, 82).

Equality became as an immediate intervention foblakck Americans to gain
their rights as American citizens. They startedtfwith desegregation in public education “
Brown v.Board of Education ofTopeka,Kansas (195 This decision was considered as a
door for black Americans; it helped them a lot dgritheir struggle to gain their rights and

equality (Sowed, 84).
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Southern racist succeeded to put the brutal andtréews to spread the
national indignation. As a sequence, the king lisdsurrounded advisors created “Selma
campaign” as the main point for the federal goveaninto remove all the obstacles in front of

the blacks voting rights.
[11.1.1.Bloody Sunday in Selma

The following yearCivil Rights organizations launched a registration dnive i
Selma, Alabama a small city in about 50 miles WafsMontgomery. There were about
15,000 blacks residing in Selma, but only 350 hattsssfully registered to vote. In February
1965 voting rights rally in nearby Marion policeostand killed a young black man named

Jimmie LeeJackson.
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This map shows, the way with details where the henxcwalked from Selma

to Montgomery.

In response to that, activists called a March thmarom Selma to the
Alabama state capitol at Montgomery. It was ledlbkin Lewis of SNCC and Martin Luther
King's aide, the Reverend Hosea Williams; some B2iichers were met on the Pettus Bridge
over the Alabama River by Alabama State troopetslaral law men. They had gas masks at
hand and night's ticks at the ready. Local lawsosz@ment pursued the retreating protestors
with whips and night sticks. As John Lewis saidwds hit in the head by a state trooper with
a nightstick...I thought | saw death.”(Freidman).58or millions of Americans, March 7,

1965, would be known simply as Bloody Sunday.

From Atlanta, Martin Luther King Jr. announced thatand Ralph Abernathy
would lead a second Selma to Montgomery march Thaisday. He called on “religious
leaders from all over the nation to join us on Tagsin our peaceful, non-violent march for
freedom” (Friedman, 58). Before the march coulduoca federal judge not unfriendly to the
activists but determined to hold hearings beforgéngcissued a court order temporarily

forbidding the march.

On March 9, King and Abernathy led some 3,000 pehgaotesters; their
black followers joined by hundreds of white religio leaders on the second Selma-to-
Montgomery. The troopers again met them in theuBdBridge, where the marchers stopped,
and started singing the movement’s anthem: “Wel sivarcome” (Peter, 59). Then the King
directed his followers to turn back. As the Washamgpost said: “As a non-violent, | could

not move people into a potentially violent situati¢Peter, 59).
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In addition to that, the decision of the King dipajnted some of the Zealous
activists, but the King had been conferring quietlth federal officials. The events of Bloody
Sunday had exerted great pressure on an alreadyaslyatic President Johnson. The two
leaders appeared to have struck a tacit bargamg ¥ould not violate the injunction and the

Johnson administration quietly suggested it woolohsbe lifted.

On March 15, Johnson introduced the legislatiohweauld become the Voting
Rights Act. Addressing the nation that night, Rtest Johnson employed the plainest of

language in the service of a basic American vaheright to vote:

The right to vote in this country. There is
no issue of States rights or National
rights. There is only the struggle for
human rights. ...What happened in
Selma is part of a far larger movement
which reaches into every section and
State of America. It is the effort of
American Negroes to secure for
themselves the full blessings of
American life. Their cause must be our
cause too, because it is not just Negroes
but really it is all of us who must
overcome the crippling legacy of bigotry
and injustice. And we shall overcome
(Freidman, 59).

Two days later, the federaurt lifted the injunction against the marcher’s
.U.S. District Judge Frank.M. Johnson Jr. Furthelered that states and country authorities
not interfere and indeed take affirmative meastogwotect the activists. In this case the law
is clear, the Judge wrote: “that the right to patitone’s government for the redress of
grievances may be exercised in large groups ... &edet rights may be exercised by

marching, even along public highways.” ( Sitkofg)5
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I11.2.The Achievements of the African Americans

The African-American Civil Rights Movement (1955-1968) refers to the
movements in the United States aimed at outlawagjal discrimination against African
Americans and restoring Suffrage in Southern staless article covers the phase of the
movement between 1954 and 1968, particularly inSbeth. By 1966, the emergence of the
Black Power Movement, which lasted roughly from 896 1975, enlarged the aims of the
Civil Rights Movement to include racial dignity,@wmic and political self-sufficiency, and

freedom from oppression by white Americans.

[11.2.1.Civil Rights Act 1964

Congressional concern for civil rights diminishedithw the end of
Reconstruction and the Supreme Court's 1883 dacisitheCivil Rights Cases holding the
Civil Rights Act of 1875 unconstitutional. In 1957, Congress,aungressure from the civil
rights movement, finally returned to the issue. ldeer, the congressional response was a
modest statute creating ti@vil Rights Commission with power to investigate civil rights
violations but not to enforce civil rights laws aedtablishing a feeble remedy for voting
rights violations. TheCivil Rights Act of 1960 slightly strengthened the voting rights

provision (King, 22).

Comprehensive U.S. law intended to end discrimamabased on race, color,
religion, or national origin. It is generally codsred the most important U.S. law on civil

rights since Reconstruction (1865 — 77). It guaastequal voting rights:

« Titlel: Prohibits segregation or discrimination in placsfs

public accommodation
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s Title2: Bans discrimination, including sex-based
discrimination, by trade unions, schools, or emplsythat
are involved in interstate commerce or that do ress
with the federal government.

+«» Title3: Calls for the desegregation of public schools

+» Title4: Assures nondiscrimination in the distribution of
funds under federally assisted programs.

s Title5: A 1972 amendment, the Equal Employment
Opportunity Act, extended Title VII coverage to
employees of state and local governments and isecea
the authority of the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission, which was created in 1964 to enfor¢ke Ti

VII provisions (King, 24).

The 1965 Act suspended liter@sys and other voter tests and authorized federal
supervision of voter registration in states andviadial voting districts where such tests were
being used. African Americans who had been banmeah fregistering to vote finally had an
alternative to the courts. If voting discriminatimctcurred, the 1965 Act authorized the

attorney general to send federal examiners to cegtacal registrars (Graham, 03).

The Act had an immediate impact. Within monthstsfpassage on August 6,
1965, one quarter of a million new black voters H&en registered, one third by federal
examiners. Within four years, voter registratiorthe South had more than doubled. In 1965,
Mississippi had the highest black voter turnout¥%#4nd led the nation in the number of
black leaders elected. In 1969, Tennessee hadl&932rnout; Arkansas, 77.9%; and Texas,

73.1% (Graham, 03).
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The Civil Rights Act 1964 was the greatest legisatichievement of the Civil
Right Movement. It is one among the most importiorhestic legislation of the post war era.
Since the end of the Reconstruction nearly a cgrdarlier, Congress had failed to enact any

but the feeblest legislation against racial disaration (Mann, 09).

The Civil Rights Act was a law passed in 1964. #ida voting, school, and job
discrimination illegal. It prohibited different vat registration standards for blacks and
whites. Also it prohibited discrimination in publjglaces such as motels, restaurants, gas
stations, theaters, and sports arenas. As welt alpwed the withholding of federal funds
from public or private programs that practice disdmation. In other words, projects
involving federal funds could now be cut off if tkewas evidence of discrimination. The act
banned discrimination based on race, sex, religmnnational origin by employers and
unions, and also created the Equal Employment Qgpity Commission (EEOC) to
investigate charges of job discrimination. In othverds, The Civil Rights Act of 1964, which
required equal access to public places and outladisdimination in employment, which
means that, it required employers to provide egugbloyment opportunities. This act was a
major victory of the black freedom struggle.

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 was born in the presidy of John F Kennedy
who was elected president in 1960. His supporiwiif ights issue in previous years had been
patchy - he had opposed Eisenhower’s 1957 Act &p ke with the Democrats hierarchy as
he had plans to run for president as well as Jahnso

The new president was faced with facts that wedéesputable and came from
the organization created in the 1960 Civil Rights Ao analyze civil rights issue in America

- the Civil Rights Commission (CRC). They foundttha

«  57% of African American housing judged to be unatakle
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« African American life expectancy was 7 years lésstwhites

« African American infant mortality was twice as graa whites

« African Americans found it all but impossible totgaortgages from
mortgage lenders

« Property values would drop a great deal if an &inidAmerican family

moved into a neighborhood that was not a gh@@enstein, 04)

In the 1960 presidential election campaign Johkdnnedy argued for a new

Civil Rights Act. After the election it was discaeel that over 70 percent of the African
American vote went to Kennedy. However, during fiist two years of his presidency,
Kennedy failed to put forward his promised legisiat On 11th June, Kennedy pointed out
that: TheCivil Rights bill was brought before Congress in 1963 iaral speech on television.
He said that:

...We preach freedom around the world, and we

mean it. And we cherish our freedom here at home.

But are we to say to the world - and much more

importantly to each other - that this is the larid o

the free, except for the Negroes; that we have no

second-class citizens, except Negroes; that we no

class or caste system, no ghettos, no master race,
except with respect to Negroes (Stewart, 111).

There was precedent for the 1964 act in the lavasted many states and cities
to prohibit discrimination in employment, and pebdiccommodations. These laws, however,
were of mixed effects and confined to the North.af¢hovert discrimination was thought to
be a lesser and more easily remediable problem.s€hes of laws suits initiated by the
NAACP, Legal Defense (LD), and Education Funds (Efpught important victories

declaring racial discrimination to be unconstitnabwhen engaged in by Government. The
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fund’s step-by-step strategy, culminating in 1958iown. v.Board of Educationsucceeded
in overturning the “separate but equal” doctrinel ameated a clear constitution base for
further legal claims. No less important, it put tissue of racial equality on the national

agenda renewed hope of progress toward a desegplegatiety (Stewagri11).

The Civil Rights Act also attempted to deal with the problem of Adnic
Americans being denied the vote in the Deep Sollie legislation stated that uniform
standards must prevail for establishing the rightdte. Schooling to sixth grade constituted
legal proof of literacy and the attorney genera$\geven power to initiate legal action in any

area where he found a pattern of resistance tlatine

The civil rights movement grew out of a centurygadissroots efforts in a long
struggle for racial justice for African Americans. Minnesota, the struggle was headed by
leaders of the African-American communities, in@hgd among others, Fredrick L. McGhee,
the Reverend Denzil A. Carty, Nellie Stone Johnsamg Harry Davis; by ministers and
congregations of black churches; by editors andighdrs of black newspapers; by racial,
interracial, and interdenominational organizaticars; by orchestrated legal challenges in the
courts. Fighting for desegregation and againstidmscation and the denial by society of their
legitimate claim to equal human and civil rightseres acts of courage in the prevailing
climate of police brutality and lynching (Orfiel@?).

Many organizations were active in the Civil Rightsovement, such as
NAACP, SNCC, CORE and SCLC, this organizations efgared the term "Southern
Freedom Movement" because the struggle was aboaotdee than just civil rights under law;
it was also about fundamental issues of freedosped, dignity, and economic and social

equality.
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Regardless of these protests from both sides @étyp many historians now
believe that the 1964 Act was of major importanoe America’s political and social
development. The act has been called Johnson’segteschievement. He constantly referred
to the morality of what he was doing and made @onisteference to the immorality of the
social structure within America that tolerated daym of discrimination. Johnson’s desire,
regardless of his background, was to advance Amisrgociety and he saw the 1964 Civil

Rights Act as the way forward.
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Conclusion

This chapter is restricted teapabout the problem of voter registration and the
Civil Rights Act 1964. This part includes two massues; the first one is Selma’s March of
1965 that sheds light on the case of the AfricaneAcan people who did not have right to
vote. Besides, the second part is devoted to tasklee of Civil Rights Act 1964. This later
was an attempt to ban discrimination based on ;'t@er, religion, sex, or national origin” in
employment practices and public accommodationssdmmarize, African Americans re-
entered politics in the South, and across the epwdung people were inspired to action.
These two main issues ended with great succesg;hitieing new things for the African

Americans.
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Conclusion

ThdBrown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas ()} @4perience led to think
about many questions which make Americans troubledwhat extent was the decision
successful in eliminating racial discriminationblack American public education? Was the
decision successful in abolishing racism in pubdansportation and other public facilities?
Equally important was the third question which deaith the two previous one. To what
extent was the decision successful in fighting sggtion in the issue of vote and tGevil
RightsAct 19647 The answers to these three questionsnatant only as far as they bring

new lessons and ideas that can be drawn Boown decision.

The present dissertation is maadyeloped to show this successful extension of
Brown (1954 in eliminating racial discrimination in the Amean society. Throughout the
three chapters we aimed at examining the racia¢gtegation of black American public

schools and its effects on other public facilities.

The first ghar is devoted to develop the issue of racism imeAcan public
education and the specific caseBobwn, tacklingPlessydecision at first, followed bBrown
decision that wanted to make a change in the Amenmode of life, moreover, it called for
desegregation in public schools. In other words |éigal and constitutional triumph of Brown
not only overturned th@lessydictum, but it also helped black American peoptestruggle
in other to gain their civil rights as Americanizgns. In addition to that, this part presents the
negative effects of the decision on children inedgsgated schools. Then deal with the
resistance to the court decision, and the casétté Rock Central High School Crisis. By the

end, we sum up that the decision put an end taropertant field which is education.
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The second chapter of this thesis discussefgifiing segregation in public
transportation, intrastate transportation, as agjlsegregation in other public facilities. The
first part focuses on Montgomery bus boycott esglgcthe case of Rosa Parks who helped
black Americans to gain their rights. Besides, dppearance of Martin Luther king who
played an important role in fighting to eliminatesaimination in a non-violent way. In
addition, the second one discusses about the (fsugrastate transportation and the case of
the Freedom Rides of 1961. Thus, the Interstater@ence Commission (ICC), at the request
of Robert Kennedy, outlawed segregation in intéestaus travel in a ruling, more specific
than the original Supreme Court mandate, that eftéct in September, 1961. The Freedom
Riders may not have finished their trip, but thegd®a an important and lasting contribution to

the civil rights movement.

Then, it deals with different prebis in other segregated public facilities such as,
segregation in restaurants and the example oGtieensbordsit-ins 1960. A last, it speaks
about theBirmingham Protests of 196. The Birmingham campaygs a planning movement
created by thé&outhernChristian L eadershipConference (SCLC) to have more support for

the unequal behaviour towards black Americans exttlur Birmingham.

The last chapter is restrictedpeak about the problem of voter registration and
the Civil RightsAct 1964. This part includes two main issues; th&t bne is Selma’s March
of 1965 that sheds light on the case of the Afridamerican people who did not have right to
vote. Besides, the second part is devoted to tasklee ofCivil Rights Act 1964. This later
was an attempt to ban discrimination based on ;'t@aler, religion, sex, or national origin" in
employment practices and public accommodationssdimmarize, African Americans re-

entered politics in the South, and across the cgpwoiung people were inspired to action.
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In other words, during the period 1955-1968, a¢taamviolent protest and
civil disobedience produced crisis situations betwactivists and government authorities.
Federal, state, and local governments, businessek,communities often had to respond
immediately to crisis situations which highlightdee inequities faced by African Americans.
Forms of protest and civil disobedience includegdotts such as the succesdfbntgomery
Bus Boycott (1955-1956) in Alabama; such as the inflizér®reensboroSit-in (1960) in
North Carolina; marches, such as the Selma to Mwonégy marches (1965) in Alabama; and

a wide range of other nonviolent activities.

Moreover, th&ational Association for theAdvancement ofColored People
(NAACP) and theUrban League (UL) including their Minnesota chapters jdingher
organizations in using legal, political, judici@gonomic, and legislative means to gain full
citizenship rights for their people. The Reverendrtih Luther King, Jr., and his colleagues
in the SouthernChristian L eadershigCongress (SCLC), carried forward a moral crusade of
civil disobedience and nonviolent resistance tlegan with theMontgomery Bus Boycoit
1955, spread through sit-ins and demonstrationgycas groups and their leaders joined the
struggle, and succeeded, ultimately, in bringingualpassage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
This means that this organizations played an inapbntole in the Africa Americans struggle,

it helped them a lot to gain their civil rights Asierican citizenship.

This legislative achievements during this phaséefCivil Rights Movement
were passage of Civil Rights Act of 1964, that hdiscrimination based on "race, color,
religion, or national origin” in employment pra@gand public accommodations; the Voting

Rights Act of 1965, that restored and protectedhgotights.

53



In fact, this and other questions are only a carditon of the fact that
the Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas ()1@®tision is one among the most
important decisions taken by the Supreme Couri®finited States in the American history.
Throughout this research, it is quite clear thatBrown decision is symbolized as an opened
door for the African American people to further ICRights struggle. As a result, it leads to
the enactment of numerous racial desegregationuresas different spheres of the America

mode of life
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